
SHIRE OF MINGENEW



Yandanooka Hall 

Michelle Bagley – A short History



Have we been here before?

14 December 2025

2025 Severe storm event caused damage to Hall and another residence in 
Yandanooka townsite



Temporary Repairs



• The Hall is situated on Crown Reserve R17943 
with DPLH the responsible agency and the 
Shire of Mingenew holding the Management 
Order.

• How do we deal with this matter?
• Can the Hall be fixed with minimal impact to 

ratepayers.
• Can the Hall be sold and how?

Where to from here?



• Amenity block is being repaired under a separate insurance claim 
~$40,000

• Current Insurance Offers
• Offer 1 - Reinstatement offer $425,186.49
• Offer 2 - Cash settlement offer $264,695.00

• Demolition Quote ~$100,000
• Third Party Independent Declared Value $500,000
• Insurer states this should have been $900,000
• Average clause used where declared value is less than building 

reinstatement value i.e. undervalued.
• Discussions are still continuing with our insurers

What we know



Option 1 -Refurbishment option
• Place a portal frame structure over the Hall to become the new roof 

as existing structure will not meet current wind code compliance.
• Replace ceiling and wall linings
• Estimate ~$800,000 although likely to be higher based on portal 

frame cover
• Insurance will cover $425,186
• Estimated Council contribution: from $375,000 - $500,000



• Accept the insurance cash settlement of $264,695. 
• Demolish the hall (estimated demolition cost $100,000). 
• Allocate the remaining $164,695 to the Community Benefit Fund for 

future Shire projects. 

Option 2 – Cash Settlement & Demolition 



Option 3 – Dispose of the Hall
• Accept the insurance cash settlement of $264,695. 
• Transfer land ownership from State to Shire as freehold land. 
• Dispose of the hall in its current condition. 

Disposal Process
• Minister for Lands needs to agree to sell the land to the Shire under section 86(c) of the Land 

Administration Act 1997 (LAA).  The land would need to be transferred to the Shire in the first instance 
(as per section 86(c) of the LAA) and then subsequently disposed of.  

• Market valuation is needed (usually done through Landgate) to sell the land to Council.  
• Shire would then need to purchase the land and then potentially on-sell or gift the land in accordance 

with s.3.58 of the Local Government Act 1995 and r.30 of the Local Government (Functions and General) 
Regulations 1996 (public auction or exempt disposition).  

• Any community group interested in gaining ownership outside of a public auction process would need 
to be an incorporated association, the objects of which would need to be of a charitable, benevolent, 
religious, cultural, educational, recreational, sporting or other like nature.  



• Option 1 - Reinstate the Yandanooka Hall at a minimal cost of $375,000 to Council 
Option 2 - Accept the Cash Settlement, Demolish the Hall ($100,000) and allocate 
the remaining funds of $164,695 into the Community Benefits Fund for future shire 
infrastructure projects.

• Option 3 - Accept the Cash Settlement and dispose of the Hall.

What you have said so far – 35 responses



• Demolish the Hall and use funds to build a basic shelter and camp 
kitchen type setup - for use by local community and visitors. Can include 
display boards to tell history of the Hall

• Keep the hall, rebuild for the extra $500,000 estimate and have the 
community benefit fund cover it. No rate increase.

• Option 2 only if the remaining funds are used to build a smaller 
function/amenities room which would suit the free camp area, 
astrotourism events, Yandy Xmas Tree, CWA or other community events

• Option 3 with council funding funds through grants not increasing rates

Other Options – community suggestions 



• Important to keep the space for community and tourism use
• I really hope and pray you choose option 1. And thankyou for giving us a voice.
• With the cash settlement , use this to replace the hall with a shed to the same value for community events
• Once it's gone there is no more
• The rest of the community can not afford to subsidise a minority while there are adequate resources within the 

Shire to cover the loss of this hall.
• This is not about use but preservation of history.
• Hall is not utilised enough to warrant repairs from majority of ratepayers
• The Yandy hall committee were in the process of discussing ways to utilise the hall more before the storm to 

remove it would leave no where other than the small rec centre for events
• A cherished part of the wider Yandanooka community and indeed the greater Mingenew community that should 

not simply be disposed of.
• There is a B&S Fund, if you did want to rebuild it could be an option.
• The shire needs to start rationalising assets re disposing of the hall 
• Use any funds remaining to build an ablution block for the use of tourists and locals in the wildflower season
• I don’t fully understand op 3 but if it means accept the payout and build a fit for purpose community space, I 

support that. Important to keep the space for community and tourism use

A sample of comments made



• The Council will need to make a decision on 
the future of the Hall

• We are still negotiating with our insurers
• What is the community’s preferred position?
• Are there other options available?
• How do we preserve the heritage value?

Where to from here?



QUESTIONS



Option 1 -Replacement Option
Replace with a 9b Assembly building

20m x 8.6m (3.5m wall height) + 3.75m x 10m

Frame & Sheeting Kit $67,000
Delivery   $  5,000
Kit Installation  $50,000
Slab & Footings  $50,000
Power and Plumbing $30,000
Internal linings - Wall $50,000
Internal Linings – Ceiling $50,000
Kitchen   $50,000
Stage   $50,000
Total Estimate  $402,000
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