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Rates Unravelled 
If you have always wondered how 
exactly rates works, here is a quick 
snapshot of the key terms, 
definitions and calculations that 
make up your rates. 

Your rates are calculated based on 
one of two values: 

1) Gross Rental Value (GRV) 
for all residential, commercial, 
industrial and other developed 
properties 

2) Unimproved Value (UV) for 
all rural and undeveloped 
properties 

GRV is the estimated annual rental 
value of your property. The value 
for residential vacant land is 
calculated at 3% of the determined 
resale value, and for commercial or 
industrial land, at 5% of the 
determined resale value. UV is the 
site value of an unimproved 
property. Both values are 
determined at the State 
Government level, and are 
periodically reviewed and provided 
to the Shire by the Valuer General. 

Property owners have the right to 
appeal their assessed property 
value with the Valuer General’s 
Office within 60 days of the issue of 
their rates notice. Ratepayers can 
obtain further information 
regarding valuations by visiting 
Landgate’s website: 
www.landgate.wa.gov.au/valuation
s/valuations-for-rates-and-taxes 

Once rateable values have been 
confirmed, Council sets a “rate in 
the dollar” for the different rating 
categories, to determine how much 
will be charged to ratepayers. In 
this way, your rates are calculated 
as a percentage of the value of 
your property. 

 
 

Example 
A property has a GRV of $10,400. 
Rate in the dollar for GRV 
properties has been set at 
$0.187394. 
The owner’s rates for the 2026/27 
year would be GRV x Rate = 
$1,948.90 
 
The rateable values of GRV remain 
the same as last financial year. The 
rateable values of UV properties 
within the Shire have increased 
compared to last year, at an 
average rate of 18.96%, reflecting 
current market conditions. With this 
in mind, Council has set the rate in 
the dollar to 18.7394 cents for GRV 
properties (up 5% from 17.8441 
cents in 2025/26) and 0.6358 cents 
for UV properties (down 13.73% 
from 0.7231 in 2025/26). 

Accordingly, the minimum rates for 
2026/27 have been set at $1,040 
for GRV properties (up 5% from 
$991 in 2025/26) and $1,565 for 
UV properties (up 5% from $1,490 
in 2025/26). These minimum rates 
have been determined by Council 
on the basis that all ratepayers 
must make a reasonable 
contribution to the cost of Shire 
services and facilities. 

All told, the total rates revenue 
budgeted for the 2026/27 year 
equates to $3,032,807 (including 
concessions, back rates, interim 
rates and ex-gratia payments) and 
represents an increase of 5% over 
the actual rates raised in 2025/26.  

Waste Management 
The annual sanitation charge for 
the townsite has increased by 
4.9% to $487 (2025/26: $464). The 
waste charge pays for your refuse 
bin collection each week and 
includes the disposal of non-
recycled waste from all these 
collections, and maintenance of 
the Mingenew Transfer Station. 

ESL Levy 
The Emergency Service Levy 
(ESL) listed on your rates notice 
does not go to the Shire of 
Mingenew. Instead, this money is 
collected on behalf of the 
Department of Fire and Emergency 
Services (DFES) and is distributed 
to emergency services crews 
locally and throughout the State. 
DFES reviews and updates their 
fees annually, with this years’ fee 
set at $113 per property (compared 
to $108 last year) as the Shire 
remains a category 5 municipality. 
Further information about this levy 
can be found on the DFES website: 
www.dfes.wa.gov.au/esl 

Pool Inspection Fee 
The pool inspection fee is $78 per 
annum. 

This fee applies to any property 
with an existing pool or spa.  

Inspections are conducted at least 
every four years, and this fee 
covers the cost to conduct the 
inspections.  

If you are installing, constructing or 
altering a swimming pool, spa 
and/or barrier you need to notify us 
and obtain a building permit.  

To ensure the building and barrier 
standards are satisfied, the local 
government will be required to 
conduct an initial inspection. The 
initial inspection fee is $312.  

The annual pool inspection fee will 
then apply to your rates each 
subsequent year. 

Please contact us on 9928 1102 or 
email 
building@mingenew.wa.gov.au for 
more information on swimming 
pools, spas and safety barriers.  
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Payment of Rates 
Payment in Full 

Rates can be paid in full by making 
payment by 4pm on Friday, 21 
August 2026. 

Instalment Plan 

If you wish to pay your rates by 
instalment you must pay your first 
instalment by Friday, 21 August 
2026. If the first instalment is not 
paid by the due date, you may not 
be eligible to participate in the 
instalment options.  

You can pay your rates in either 
two (2) or four (4) instalments, as 
follows: 

Two (2) Instalment Option 

1st Instalment due:  
Friday, 21 August 2026 

2nd Instalment due:  
Friday, 23 October 2026 

Four (4) Instalment Option 

1st Instalment due:  
Friday, 21 August 2026 

2nd Instalment due:  
Friday, 23 October 2026 

3rd Instalment due:  
Friday, 8 January 2027 

4th Instalment due:  
Friday, 12 March 2027 

Please be aware that all instalment 
options will incur additional fees 
and charges: 

Administration Fee 

$17.00 per instalment after the 
first, to a maximum of $51.00.  

Instalment Interest 

Interest on the balance of your 
rates (i.e. the amount still owing on 
your Assessment Notice after 21 
August 2026) will be charged at a 
rate of 5.5% per annum. 

Overdue Penalty Interest 
Any overdue rates will attract 
penalty interest at a rate of 11% per 
annum, accruing daily. This penalty 
will apply to all Assessment 
Notices that have not been paid in 
full by 21 August 2026, except if 
paying via an instalment plan 
unless subsequent instalments are 
not paid on time or in full. 

Payment Options 
Please refer to your rates notices 
for the options available. Options 
include: 

In Person – Shire of Mingenew at 
21 Victoria Road, Mingenew – 
Cash, Cheque or Eftpos. (Please 
bring your rates notice when 
paying in person.) 

Mail – Please include the payment 
slip at the bottom of your rates 
notice. 

BPay – Via your online banking 
site. Please use the biller code and 
enter the reference number on the 
rates notice. 

Telephone – Via Mastercard or 
Visa Card by calling (08) 9928 
1102 and providing the 
Assessment number on the rates 
notice. 

Difficulty in paying your 
Rates 
The Shire has a Financial Hardship 
Policy if you are experiencing 
difficulties paying your rates, or 
anticipate problems meeting the 
instalment deadlines. The policy 
can be accessed at the Shire office 
or via the Shire Rates page on our 
website:  
www.mingenew.wa.gov.au/shire-
rates/.  

We encourage you to contact the 
Shire before the due date to 
discuss your individual payment 
options. 

Pensioner and Senior 
Concessions 
If you have a valid Concession 
Card, you may qualify for a rebate 
or a deferment on a portion of your 
rates. Please contact the Shire’s 
Rates & Finance Officer if you 
require assistance determining 
your eligibility. 

Rates Notices 
Rates Notices are preferred to be 
emailed to Ratepayers, if you do 
not have an email address, your 
Rates Notices will continue to be 
sent via post. 

To receive your rates notice and 
attachments electronically please 
email rates@mingenew.wa.gov.au  

Queries and Further 
Information 
The Shire is always looking at 
ways to support our community, if 
you have any queries, concerns or 
suggestions please contact the 
shire: 

In Person 
You’re welcome to attend the Shire 
Office at 21 Victoria Road, 
Mingenew during business hours. 
 
In Writing 
You can write to us at PO Box 120, 
Mingenew WA 6522. 
 
Over the Phone 
You can call 9928 1102 during 
business hours. 
 
By Email 
You can email your rate enquiries 
directly to 
rates@mingenew.wa.gov.au or 
other enquiries to our general 
email address 
enquiries@mingenew.wa.gov.au 

http://www.mingenew.wa.gov.au/shire-rates/
http://www.mingenew.wa.gov.au/shire-rates/
mailto:rates@mingenew.wa.gov.au
mailto:rates@mingenew.wa.gov.au
mailto:enquiries@mingenew.wa.gov.au

