




Department of Health – Cyclone Seroja Storm damage – April 2021 

Asbestos on my property – what should I do 

You may have damaged asbestos on your property. This will mostly be broken pieces of asbestos 
sheeting (fences, walls, eaves). The asbestos in these broken sheets will still be ‘bonded’. That is, the 
fibres will be held together in the cement matrix so they wont be easily released. Therefore, they 
present a very low risk for exposure unless you start to break them further. 

The authorities are organising specialised asbestos removalists for asbestos clean-up, so you don’t 
have to touch it. However, if you want to clean-up and remove the bonded asbestos sheets and 
fragments on your property you can do this if you follow the precautions below. If the asbestos can 
be easily broken when you touch you need to leave it alone. This means it is becoming friable and 
will require specialist removalists. 

Reasonable measures for cleaning bonded asbestos sheets and fragments: 

1. Make sure you are wearing adequate personal protective clothing. This includes; 
a. P2 or N95 mask 
b. Disposable coveralls – if available or old clothes that can be disposed later 
c. Gloves 
d. Disposable shoe covers – if available or hard cover shoes that can be cleaned 

2. Do not break or crush the asbestos when you are moving it. 
3. Carefully place the asbestos material in 200um plastic bags (heavy duty) or wrap using rolls 

of 200um plastic.  
4. If you are placing the asbestos in plastic bags they should NOT be more than half full. Tightly 

twist the bag opening and fold over to form a goose neck and secure with heavy duty duct. 
Finally place that bag inside another one (double bag), seal and label ‘DANGER ASBESTOS 
WASTE’ 

5. If you are using rolls of black plastic make sure you only wrap the equivalent of a single fence 
sheet for each wrapping. Double wrap, seal with duct tape and label ‘DANGER ASBESTOS 
WASTE’ 

6. Leave the wrapped asbestos at the front of your property and it will be collected  
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